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Lieutenant General Mike Maples became Director of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency in November 2005. The Defense Intelligence 
Agency is a 7,500-person combat support agency with personnel 
deployed to more than 130 countries worldwide. Lieutenant General 

Maples also commands the Joint Functional Component Command for Intelligence, 
Surveillance and Reconnaissance for the United States Strategic Command. 

Prior to assuming his present duties, Lieutenant General Maples served as the Vice 
Director and Director of Management of the Joint Staff. 

Lieutenant General Maples’ command assignments include: Commanding General of the 
United States Army Field Artillery Center and Fort Sill, Oklahoma, and Chief of Field 
Artillery for the United States Army; Assistant Division Commander, 1st Armored 
Division, Baumholder, Germany; 41st Field Artillery Brigade, Babenhausen, Germany; 
6th Battalion, 27th Field Artillery (MLRS) at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, Desert Shield/Desert 
Storm; and B Battery, 6th Battalion, 37th Field Artillery, 2nd Infantry Division, Republic 
of Korea. During Desert Storm, his battalion was the only unit in theater capable of firing 
the Army Tactical Missile System. 

Lieutenant General Maples was assigned to Headquarters, Department of the Army, as 
the Director of Operations, Readiness and Mobilization, and Director of Military Support 
in the Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations and Plans. He served as the 
Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations and Intelligence, Allied Command Europe Rapid 
Reaction Corps (ARRC), and for the Kosovo Force (KFOR), Operation Joint Guardian. 
Other previous assignments include Assistant Chief of Staff, G3, V Corps, Heidelberg, 
Germany, and Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations for United States Army Europe 
(FWD), Taszar, Hungary, Operation Joint Endeavor. 

A native of Bonham, Texas, he was commissioned a Second Lieutenant of Field Artillery 
in 1971 following graduation from the United States Military Academy, West Point, New 
York, and holds a master’s degree in organizational behavior from Pacific Lutheran 
University. His military education includes the Field Artillery Officer Advanced Course, 
the United States Army Command and General Staff College, and the National War 
College. 

Lieutenant General Maples’ decorations include the Defense Distinguished Service 
Medal, the Distinguished Service Medal, the Defense Superior Service Medal with Oak 
Leaf Cluster, the Legion of Merit with two Oak Leaf Clusters, the Bronze Star Medal, the 
Meritorious Service Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters, the Army Commendation 
Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, and the Army Achievement Medal. Foreign decorations 
include the French Croix du Guerre with Silver Star.  


